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WATERBURY — Two years ago, Crosby High 
School head football coach David Jurewicz 
surprised organizers at a local battered women's 
shelter by bringing his entire team to a candlelight 
vigil against domestic violence. 
 
Safe Haven organizers had asked if he could 
persuade a couple of the Bulldogs to attend. They 
got about 50. 
 
"He showed up with buses, and we were just in 
awe about it," said Louisa Printz, Safe Haven of 
Greater Waterbury community educator. 
 
Printz was able to repay that surprise Monday by bringing legendary NFL football coach Mike 
Ditka to Crosby. 
 
The school had about a week's notice. 
 
Ditka is a three-time Super Bowl winner and one of only two men to win the Super Bowl as 
both a player and coach. He's also friends with a Safe Haven volunteer and domestic abuse 
survivor. He spent nearly 50 minutes Monday speaking with 200 Crosby athletes, and 15 
more taking photographs and signing autographs with excited school staff and officials. 
 
"I just believe that men who hit women or abuse women are cowards," Ditka told a reporter. 
"That's why I came. I think it's important to try to send a message to the young people today 
that they understand there are priorities in life. If you have no goals, you are going nowhere, 
but if you have goals, at least you have a chance." 
 
A commentator on ESPN, Ditka decided to pay a visit to Crosby's football team after hearing 
about its two-year participation in the candlelight vigil. 
 
Ditka's talk focused on personal initiative. He spoke about growing up in a steel mill town in 
Pennsylvania. His family didn't have much, but it did have everything it needed thanks to his 
father, who worked in the mill. Ditka knew he didn't want that career and used football to 
attend the University of Pittsburgh. 
 
"Anyone can show you the direction, but you need to make that move," Ditka told students. 
 
Ditka's address to students took a little less than 15 minutes. He spent the rest of the time 
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taking questions, often responding with blunt humor. 
 
One student asked what Ditka did with his first "NFL check." 
 
Ditka replied that he was only paid $12,000 in his first year, with a $6,000 signing bonus. He 
won Rookie of the Year honors in his first season, 1961. At a time with no agents, he 
negotiated directly with Chicago Bears owner George Halas and managed to haggle out the 
same amount of money for year two. 
 
"I probably have that first $2,000 somewhere," Ditka joked. 
 
Ditka showed up about 45 minutes early for his 11 a.m. talk. Students were already in the 
auditorium. Jurewicz was just beginning a presentation on Ditka's career. Principal Jade 
Gopie had an introduction planned. Ditka quickly shook Gopie's hand, strode up to the 
podium and began talking. 
 
Despite the schedule shuffle, school staff said they were impressed with how much time Ditka 
took responding to students' questions. Gopie described Ditka as surprisingly approachable. 
 
"It was an amazing opportunity for our students to be in his presence, a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance that they will never forget," Gopie said. 
 
Student-athletes described their encounter as a big honor for the school and a personal treat. 
 
"This is really inspiring to see everything we work hard for, just to see everything we do on the 
field and in the community pay off," Bulldogs co-captain Blake Ireland said. 
 


